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IaDRLD  hog  NU!ffiERS  IN  1951  AND  1952 

World  hog  numbers  on  Januarv  1,  1952,  were  estimated  hj  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  at  3O5  r.dllion  head,  a  record  total.  This 
is  an  increase  of  around  3  percent  from  a  year  earlier  when  over  296  rrdllion 
were  on  farms.    World  numbers  are  nov/  5  percent  above  the  I936-4O  average 
with  the  gain  largely  in  North  and  South  America,    In  Europe,  nmbers  are 
close  to  the  prevrar  level  with  the  increases  in  Western  European  countries 
nearly  off setting,  declines  in  the  East, 

The  rate  of  increase  for  the  past  year  of  3  percent  is  about  one-half 
that  for  the  previous  3  years  indicating  a  slov;ing-up  in  the  postwar  ex- 
pansion in  hog  numbers.    With  consumer  demand  for  meats  somewhat  more  nearly 
met  in  important  countries  and  hog  prices  less  attractive  to  producers  in 
relation  to  feed  prices,  hog  numbers  a  year  hence  are  likely  to  be  no  higher 
than  at  the  beginning  of  1952, 


HOGS:    Number  by  continents  or  area,  avera(?es 
1936-40  and  1941-45,  annual  1951-1952, 


Average  : 

Increase 

(/)  or 

Continent  : 

1951  1/  : 

1952  1/  : 

decrease 

(-) 

or  area  : 

1936-40  : 

1941-45  : 

1952  : 
1936-40  : 

1952 
1951 

: Thousands  ' 

Thov.sands 

:  Thousands 

'Thousands 

•  Percent 

'  Percent 

North  Am.erica  : 

Europe 

U.S.  S,  R, 

Asia 

South  America 

Africa 

Oceania 

61,400  : 
:  76,600 
:  32,300 
:  83,900 
:  31,300 
:  3,400 
:  2,100 

83,100 
54,800 
:  16,000 
:  76,100 
:  36,900 
:  3,800 
:  2,500 

:  80,000 
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:  77,700 
:  36,500 
:  4, 200 
:  1,800 

:  32,000 
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Total 

:  291.000 

;  273.200 

:  2.96.600 

:  305.000 

!    /  5 

\      /  3 
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Ho£^  numbers  in  the  Unite d__Stat_es  wore  reported  on  January  1,  1952,  to 
be  up  2^^>;rcLnt  or  approximately  1  million  head  above  the  previous  year. 
Hogs  undrr  6  months  increased,  reflecting  the  larger  pig  crop  in  the  fall^ 
of"'l951.    T^.-'.e  number  of  sows  and  gilts  were  down  around  8  percent  indicating 
a  decrease  in  breeding  intentions c    The  outlook  for  a  decline  is  generally 
attributed  to  a  less  favorable  relationship  of  hog  prices  to  corn  prices, 

Canadian  hog  numbers  increased  sharply  during  1951  and  were  estimated  at 
the  end  of  the  year  to  be  slightly  under  6.5  million  head  compared  with  5,/4- 
million  a  year  earlier.    The  large  feed  crop,  strong  market  dem.and  snd  good 
prices  greatly  stimulated  breeding  operations.    Hog  numbers  in  Canada  advanced 
to  an  ail  time  high  during  the  war  years  and  then  declined^  but,  since  194o, 
numbers  have  steadily  increasedo    Because  of  the  depressing  effect  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  on  the  Canadian  livestock  market  the  future  hog  trend  is 
obscured,    Nevei-theless,  due  to  the  extrem.ely  favorable  feed  position,  Canadian 
breeders  will  not  necessarily  follow  United  States  farmers  in  reducing  inven- 
tories.   Hog  numbers  are  expected  to  be  at  least  miaintained  close  to  present 
levels e 

In  Argentina,  hog  numbers  were  reduced  during  the  1949-50  drought  and 
conditions  had  not  been  satisfactory  for  recovery  by  mid-1951»    Prices  v/ere 
temporarily  very  profitable  to  producers  due  to  the  beef  shortage  and  small 
export  contracts,  but  the  feed  outlook  was  doubtful  and  there  has  been  no 
steady  riiarkct  for  output  in  excess  of  adequate  domestic  needs.    Corn  prospects 
for  the  new  season  are  very  poor  and  this  in  turn  v/ill  prevent  any  up  turn  in 
hog  production  in  the  months  ahead.    The  niamber  of  hogs  in  Cjiile  in  1951  is 
estimated  to  have  been  close  to  660^000  head^    The  slight  increase  over  the 
previous  year  is  baded  on  improved  feed  supplies,  satisfactory  vreather  and 
better  prices,,    Despite  severe  losses  from  hog  cholera,  official  estimates  of 
the  hog  popiil-^.tion  in  Colombia  show  over  2,782,000  head  at  the  end  of  1950 
as  compared  w.th  2,470,000  head  at  the  end  of  l949c 

Hog  nwnbers  in  Europe  have  steadily  increased  during  postv;ar  years 
because  of  intensive  breeding  and  feeding  programs  and  the  generaiiy  satis- 
factory feed  and  forage  supplies  in  important  producing  areas.    Dem-and  for 
pork  and  pork  products  has  been  good.    Encouraged  by  firm  prices,  European 
farmers  aave  expanded  operations „    In  1951,  ho^^^ever,  Derimark,  the  Netherlands 
and  Austria  reduced  tneir  hog  populations  as  high  prices  for  imported  feed 
made  hog  raising  less  attractive^    With  the  exception  of  Austria    the  latest 
estimiates  bring  these  countries  more  in  line  lAfith  prev/ar  averages,  Danish 
hog  numbers  were  placed  at  the  beginning  of  1952  at  slightly  over  3.~rnillion 
head,  a  total  below  the  estimated  number  for  a  year  crevious.    The  current 
outlook  is  mtore  favorable  inasmuch  as  feed  prices  in  early  1952  have  fallen 
somewhat  and  farm.ers  have  now  completed  winter  threshing  and  have  realised  a 
greater  grain  harvest  than  was  expucted.    This  may  be  a  factor  in  the  increase 
in  the  farrow.     In  tne  Netherlands,  m:imbers  declined  during  1951,    The  most^ 
significant  decrease  occurred  in  the  nujnber  of  young  pigs,  '  This  decline 
reflects  the  relatively  sm.all  fall  pig  crop  in  195l"which*  resulted 'from ''unstable 
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pork  prices  and  high  feed  costs  in  late  19.50.    Prospects  are  fair  for  an 
increase  in  hog  numbers  during  the  spring  of  1952.    During  1951,  hog  nmfcers 
in  Austria  declined  slightly.    At  the  end  of  the  year  nimbers  were  estimated 
close  to  2.4  million  head.    In  November  of  1951,  however,  new  producer  prices 
for  slaughter  hogs  coupled  with  the  liberal  allocation  of  imported  low-priced 
feed  grain  for  marketing  of  slaughter  hogs  have  restored  the  attractiveness 
of  hog  breeding  to  some  extent. 

In  Western  Germany,  hogs  increased  sharply  to  reach  a  population  above 
the  1936-40  average,     increases  are  associated  with  good  prices  and  adequate 
feed  stocks,  but  reduction  in  numbers  during  1952  is  likely.    Only  a  repetition 
of  trie  abnomal  1951  marketing  situation  where  consumers  demanded  pork  at  any 
price  or  a  marked  improvement  in  the  feed  position  could  change  the  outlook, 
French  hog  numbers  attained  the  prewar  level  for  the  first  time  in  October  of 
1951,  having  increased  4  percent  over  the  1950  level.    The  number  of  pigs  under 
six  months  of  age  was  6  percent  higher  in  1951  than  in  1950  and  the  1952  pig 
crop  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  in  1951.    It  is  thought  that  hog  price 
increases  which  took  place  in  June  I95I  may  result  in  a  tendency  toward  increases 
in  hog  nimbers.    Numbers  in  Spain  were  reported  close  to  the  1949  level,  but 
above  the  I936-4O  average. 

The  sharp  uptrend  in  hog  numbers  continued  in  the  United  Kinr;dom  during 
1951,  nmbers  increasing  from  3  million  head  to  3,9  million  head  between 
June  1950  and  June  1951.    Sow  numbers  have  also  increased  indicating  a  con- 
tinued gain,  but  because  of  feed  difficulties  very  little  increase  is  expected 
during  1952,    Hog  numbers  in  Ireland  declined  around  10  percent  in  1951  compared 
with  the  previous  year.    At  the  end  of  the  year  a  reversal  in  the  downward 
trend  seemed  to  have  occurred  following  the  lifting  of  price  controls.  The 
pig  and  bacon  contract  with  Britian  in  Kay  of  1951  offered  little  inducement 
to  produce  for  export  at  the  stated  prices,  but  it  did  remove  a  sense  of 
indecision  caused  by  lack  of  any  agreement. 

Hog  numbers  in  Belgium  were  estimated  in  January  1952  to  be  above  the 
1951  level,  but  close  to  the  1950  population.    Low  prices  for  pork  during 
part  of  1950  together  with  high  feed  prices  throughout  1951  kept  the  gains 
below  expectations.    Hog  numbers  in  Greece  have  steadily  increast^d  during 
postwar  years  and  now  exceed  the  prev/ar  average. 

The  Soviet  Union  continued  to  expand  breeding  operations  during  1951. 
Hog  numbers  were  estimated  in  early  1952  at  around  11  percent  above  a  year 
earlier,  a  substantial  increase,  but  still  below  prewar.    Good  supplies  of  feed 
during  recent  years  undoubtedly  contributed  to  stijuulate  the  increase. 

Pig  production  was  on  an  increasing  trend  for  a  number  of  years  in  South 
Africa  due  to  favorable  feed  supplies,  export  market  and  the  shortage  of  other 
meats.    This  trend  continued  until  the  August  1949  census  indicated  that  a 
peak  had  been  reached.    The  trend  in  numbers  turned  downward  during  1950. 
The  principal  cause  for  the  decline  was  the  less  favorable  feed  price  relation- 
ship for  producers. 
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Ho,-^  nmibers  in  Australia  have  changed  very  little  in  postv;ar  years. 
Production  may  be  moderately  lower  during  1952,  however,  due  to  shorter 
supplies  of  skijii  milk,  the  leading  protuin  feed,  and  higher  prices  for  feed 
vriieat,  corn  and  grain  sorghum.    New  Zealand's  hog  population  is  relatively 
small  and  has  sho>m  very  little  fluctuation  during  recent  years.    At  the 
beginning  of  19$0,  the  brood  sow  population  was  74,000  head  as  compared  with 
68,000  the  preceding  year.    The  total  number  of  hogs  was  552,000  as  compered 
with  545,000  a  year  earlier.    Hog  numbers  have  increased  very  slightD.y  since 
the  last  censuse    The  hog  population  of  the  Philippine  Republic  presently  ) 
sta-nd?  above  the  prewar  level.    With  the  exception  of  cattle,  svdne  easily 
ranks  as  the  most  Important  and  the  heaviest  contributor  to  the  islands  over- 
all meat  output. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  ivorld  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Corimttee 
on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.  S, 
Foreign  Service  reports. 


